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BAR BRIEFS
CRIMINAL LAW AND ITS ENFORCEMENT
Criminal Law and Its Enforcement was one of four subjects
selected by the American Bar Association for special attention and
study by local, district and state associations during the year.
One phase of this subject is being considered by our association.
A majority of the Committee on Criminal Law and Its Enforcement
submitted for consideration a proposed enactment, simplfying the
procedure pertaining to informations and indictments, eliminating tech-
nical formalities and permitting the charging of criminal acts by simple
and direct language.
Action on the report was delayed until the 1934 meeting to afford
the members of the association an opportunity to study and discuss the
proposed measure at the district meetings. The report of the committee
will be considered at the meeting to be held in Bismarck this year.
It is published in full in Bar Briefs for December, 1933.
The district associations will meet soon. The proposed bill should
be considered at those meetings. Resolutions approving or rejecting the
measure should be adopted by the district associations and forwarded to
the secretary of the State Association, that they may be presented at
the annual state meeting.
The increase of major crimes throughout the country challenges
the ability, not only of our organization and like organizations, but
society as a whole, to cope with organized violation of law. It may be
said that our state is free from evils that prevail in other sections of
the country. If that be true" should not the lawyers of the state take
the initiative to keep organized crime without our borders? We should
be the first to suggest and advocate the enactment of laws that would
make prosecution speedier, simpler and more certain, because speedy
and certain prosecution is a crime deterrent.-President Cain.
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS
The Association of Grand Jurors of New York County, (N. Y.)
present the following as a working program for improving criminal law
and procedure:
1. Simplification perjury prosecutions, perjury not to be mis-
demeanor.
2. Pass a false swearing law, making it a misdemeanor.
3. Accused offering alibi shall file bill of particulars of alibi de-
fense five days before trial.
4. Simplify prosecutions of receivers of stolen goods.
5. Deny bail to persons caught with strong prima facie cases
against them.
6. Permit defendant to waive jury trial in criminal cases.
7. Allow each side to impeach its own witnesses.
8. Reduce number of mandatory jury exemptions.
9. Reduce number of peremptory challenges to jury.
10. Strengthen anti-slot machine law.
11. Allow conviction by five-sixths of jury, except in capital cascz
12. Uniform act for extradition.
13. Pass Uniform Narcotics Act and Machine Gun Act.
14. Make jumping of bail a felony.
15. Establish in every State a State Department of Justice, to have
disciplinary power over police, prosecutors and judges, and
to set standards of fitness and accomplishment.
